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external evidence and also from the extant manuscripts for 
Fundamental Theory. 
It is hoped that the meetings of the Society in 1976 will 
include: (1) a meeting at Newcastle University on April 10th at 
which Mr. P. J. Wallis will speak on Robert Recorde, with other 
talks on this period to be arranged; (2) a weekend conference 
at Maddingley Hall Cambridge on September 11-13 on the history 
of probability, statistics and business mathematics; (3) a con- 
ference at Hatfield Polytechnic on December 14th on the history 
of applied mathematics, jointly organized with the Home Countries 
branch of the Institute of Mathematics and its Applications. 
The Annual General Meeting of the Society for 1976 will take 
place in London on December 15th (details to be arranged). 
HISTORY OF MATHEMATICS AT THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 
FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE ANNUAL MEETING, BOSTON 
18-24 FEBRUARY 1976 
By Albert C. Lewis, University of Texas, Austin 
There were two seriesinthe AAAS program containing addresses 
directly relevant to history of mathematics. The first was 
entitled "American mathematics: Retrospect and prospect," arranged 
by Arnold Wendt (Western Illinois) and included the addresses: 
"Our mixed mathematical heritage" by F. Joachim Weyl (Hunter 
College, CUNY), and "Roles for mathematics in America" 1976-2001" 
by Garrett Birkhoff (Harvard). According to the program: 
"Weyl will trace the painful entry of mathematics into the 
public schools as the colonies were coalescing into a nation; the 
rise of mathematics for officers and gentlemen under the influence 
of the Ecole Polytechnique and West Point; the subsequent develop- 
ment of mathematics in the style of the Central European humanistic 
university; the prewar immigration of mathematicians from abroad; 
and finally the wartime accomplishments and the postwar patterns 
of government support--all of which have left their indelible 
imprint on the fabric and fiber of this country's mathematical 
enterprise. Birkhoff's address will deal with an analysis of the 
development, present status, and probable future of the four 
interacting areas ofthe"mathematica1 sciences" generally recog- 
nized: pure mathematics, applied mathematics, statistics, and 
computer science." 
The second session consisted of 19 addresses on "The sciences 
in America: A Bicentennial retrospective" and was arranged by 
Nathan Reingold (Smithsonian Institution). Relating most directly 
to history of mathematics were the addresses by Deborah J. Warner 
(Smithsonian Institution), "Astronomy in antebellum America," and 
Albert C. Lewis (Texas), "The American frontier in mathematics, 
1900-1940." The papers generally emphasized, in the words of 
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the program, “...social, intellectual, and institutional contexts 
of science .I’ The proceedings of this session are expected to be 
published. 
Also of interest to historians of mathematics may be one of 
the unofficial sessions which was sponsored by the Fusion Energy 
Foundation and featured a talk by Uwe Parpart, “The concept of the 
transfinite and the fundamental antinomies of theoretical physics.” 
An expanded version of this talk is to appear in the February 
issue of The Campaigner (published by the National Caucus of Labor 
Committees) with Mr. Parpart’s English translation of Georg Cantor’s 
“Grundlagen einer Al lgemeinen Mannigfaltigkei ts lehre” (1883) . 
NINTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE LENINGRAD SECTION 
OF THE SOVIET NATIONAL SOCIETY FOR THE HISTORY AND PHILOSOPHY 
OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, 4-5 FEBRUARY 1976 
The general theme was the interrelation of nature and 
society. Thereweresectionsonsociology of science, method- 
ological problems, and history of scientific institutions as 
well as on particular sciences. Papers on the history of mathe- 
matics : A.N. Bogolyubov: Current development of mathematics. 
E.P. Ozhigova: Astronomical questions in the work of Russian 
mathematicians of the end of the XVIII and the first half of the 
XIX centuries. L.A. Sorokina: On the history of the problem of 
inversion of elliptic functions. I.M. Rabinovich: On the polar 
property of the equals sign in the mathematical manuscripts of 
Marx. A.B. Shtykan: Some questions on the origin and evolution 
of infinitesimal calculus. Yu.F. Kosolapov: Duhamel’s Principle 
and his work on the theory of oscillations. T.V.Byrdina: Asymt0ti.c 
methods of integrating differential equations in the work of 
Poisson. N.E. Solonina: The theory of elasticity and the theory 
of plasticity as stages in the establishment of the mechanics of 
deformable bodies. Z.E. Filer: On the history of the graphic- 
analytical delta-method in the theory of oscillations. 
I .V. Chaltseva: Russian work on the development of numerical 
methods of solving the problem of Cauchy for ordinary differential 
equations. Yu.M. Gaiduk and S.A. Dakhiya: Foundations of geometry 
in the work of Baltic mathematicians in the XIX century. I.A. 
Naumov : Contributions of Kharkov mathematicians to the develop- 
ment and diffusion of Lobachevskian geometry. Yu. M. Gaiduk: 
The contribution of 0. Blumenthal to the development of German- 
Russian and German-Soviet mathematical relations. M.M. Manida: 
K.A. Yanish, student of M.V. Ostrogradskii. L.E. Maistrov: 
Alfred Renyi’s interpretation of Pascal’s views of probability. 
